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MARCH 2009 

Hovershow 50  
Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the first Cha nnel crossing by Hovercraft  

Friday 24th to Monday 27th July  

Boom Time For Hovercraft  

 
Photo by Richard Hunt—Mamilossa is shown leaving Hovertravel’s Ryde Hoverport slipway 

Spring Issue 



Canadian Coastguard Craft Delivered  
 
As seen on the front cover, this is the largest hovercraft built in Britain since the Super 4s in the 1970s.  The Dash 
400, which in recent years was built under licence in U.S.A., re-establishes Britain as a manufacturer of giant 
hovercraft. With the last two Dash 400s built abroad, and the prototype BHT-150 made in Seattle, Hoverwork has 
fitted out two new large builds itself at its St Helens factory. In addition, with the refurbishment of an AP1-88 for 
the Western Canadian Coastguard two years ago, Britain is established as the current builders of heavy 
hovercraft.  
 
Manoeuvred through Portsmouth harbour entrance, Mamilossa passed Hovertravel's terminal at 10am. After a 
five minute transit from Ryde pier on Monday 23rd February the craft arrived at  the harbour where was loaded up 
at the Portsmouth Container port for  departure that evening. The re-establishment of Britain’s leading role is 
clearly demonstrated by the recent arrival of five AP1-88s for refurbishment in the Solent. The two AP1-88s from 
Kazakhstan are back for overhaul by Griffon Hoverwork, plus three back from the Caribbean.  
 
The two ex Cuba service craft, after some work and storage in Freeport Bahamas, have been parked at Hythe, 
alongside Griffon’s new premises, together with the well deck AP1-88 from South America. With Hovertravel’s 
own two AP1-88s and BHT-130, the Solent had nine large operational craft about!  

 
Names of the craft are as follows: Manta (ex Australia), Idun 
Viking (ex Scandinavia), Griffin, Falcon (both ex Cuba), Eagle 
(ex Australia & S America), Island Express (ex Scandinavia), 
Freedom 90 (Hovertravel), Mamilossa (new CCG). Also the 
BHT-130 Solent Express and a new build BHT-150 under 
construction on the Isle of Wight.  
 

Griffon took delivery of its new hull for the MOD, designated the 2400, and first of four for the Royal Marines. A 
seventh RNLI craft was also delivered. Along with the PACSCAT prototype under construction, order books are 
the best they have been.  
 
Other sales and orders recently delivered or announced are five Griffon 480s to Kuwait (last delivered), two new 
craft for Morocco, and the refurbishment of two RNLI 470 craft. Also two giant hovering cricket covers, for 
Warwickshire.  
 
It is hoped the industry can be well represented at this years four-day HOVERSHOW 50 to show an industry now 
stronger and selling worldwide and at home.  
 
Fifty years on, the British hovercraft industry is healthy and prospering as it celebrates its Golden Anniversary. 
2009—the Year of the Hovercraft, and  with HOVERSHOW 50 the message we want to get across is hovercraft 
are  alive and well. As Cockerell said “You can’t un-invent something, there will always be hovercraft!”  
 

STOP PRESS 
 
The Science Museum’s chief curator, Tim Boon, is considering the loan of the SR.N1 for the four-day 
Hovershow...watch this space !  
 
With Frances Cockerell opening the Show, all remaining SR.N1 pilots have been invited (Maj Stuart Syrad MC 
OBE, Cdr Chris Stafford and Roger Harris) and hopefully John Chaplin, engineer on the Channel crossing, will 
make it over from the U.S.A. It would make for a fantastic anniversary. The Hovercraft Club, Hovercraft Society 

and Hovercraft Industry have all been invited. 
And the French hope to be bringing the Bertin 
Aerotrain to the U.K. for the first time !!!  
 
Moving the SR.N1 will be an extremely costly 
operation as the craft is stored at Wroughton, 
near Swindon, and will constitute a wide load 
requiring police escort. We also have to satisfy 
some extremely stringent requirements from the 
Science Museum in order to safeguard this 
unique piece of Britain’s heritage. We hope to 
find the necessary sponsorship to fund the 
move, and provide the reassurance the Science 
Museum require to allow the loan of this unique 
craft, rarely seen by the public. 



FRIENDS OF THE HOVERCRAFT MUSEUM TRUST  
 
The Museum project began in 1986 when the last SR.N5 in the World was saved and stored all in parts. In 1988 it 
became a registered charity with five trustees and today has 65 craft, a massive library and archive, and hosts 
visits by appointment holding popular annual Hovershows at its Lee-on-Solent site. The membership stretches 
worldwide and supports the work of the trust, being carried out in two historic seaplane hangers on the Solent .  
 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE !!!   
 
At £25 a year a member will get unlimited visits to the museum (and can bring a guest), use of the library and  
archives, and if so inclined can get involved with restoration projects and events. The museum arranges lectures 
and special trips from time to time. Free tea and coffee facilities are on site, and general restoration takes place 
notably on Saturdays, Mondays and Fridays. Whatever skills can be offered will be put to good use, and presently 
the SR.N5 reassembly is the one of the main projects. Working craft such as the larger twin prop SR.N6, to single 
seater Clarke Cushion need to be maintained and kept smart, as these are the oldest operating craft in the World.  
 
Members agree to health and safety rules on site and are covered by our insurance whilst on the premises.    
Everybody at the trust including the Trustees work voluntarily, and we have annual operating costs of around 
£50,000 so fund raising takes priority.  
 
With usual annual leases on site since 1989 the museum is working with SEEDA (South East England             
Development Agency - a Government agency). The Trust is hoping to get better security of tenure to enable grant 
eligibility, greater public opening opportunities and long term plans. Not least to pursue some National Lottery  
funding once the criteria can be met.  
 
With 2009 being the 50th anniversary of the SR.N1 hovercraft, 50 years since the English Channel crossing, the 
Trust has its biggest Hovershow planned for the actual day - Sat July 25th July (opening by Frances Cockerell) 
and Sun 27th, Mon 28th. Press day and public preview is on Fri July 24th.  
 
To mark the 50th Anniversary anyone renewing or joining can pay £50 and get 3 years membership for the price 
of two, through to Jan 1st 2012. Any help and support is appreciated from all walks of life—students, working,  
retired etc.  
 
With a database of 500 members and helpers, we hope as many of you can renew for 2009 to help make the  
50th anniversary our biggest and best year ! As a bonus this year it is proposed to have special Isle of Wight    
circumnavigation trip later in the summer after the Hovershow. 

 
MEMBERSHIP 2009 £25  

 
Membership 50th anniversary special - 3 years until  2012 - Only £50  

 
Newsletters will be published in Spring, Summer and Winter and the new updated website and online shop will be 
launched, although at present eBay host the shop ’Hoversales’.  
 
Payments can be made by cheque in £ Sterling to ‘The Hovercraft Museum Trust’ . Alternatively, by Paypal in 
any currency through Paypal to swift@hovercraft-museum.org  - for  invoicing contact us at the same address 
via e-mail.  
  
We recently reached 500 members but need your help in returning your renewal, and up to date address. If Life 
members could also update their details, as alas with a few passing on, our newsletters are still often sent !!  
 

Please complete the attached membership form and re turn to us as soon as you are able 
with your membership fee for 2009. 

 
 

ON SATURDAY 28th MARCH AT 11am AT THE MUSEUM, WE ARE HOLDING A PRE-SHOW MEETING TO 
PLAN AND SET UP TASKS AND ACTIONS SO WE ARE AS READ Y AS EVER FOR A FOUR DAY EVENT.  
BACON BUTTIES WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ATTENDEES. EVEN IF YOU CAN ONLY DO HALF A DAY AT 

THE SHOW, ALL HELP WILL BE GRATEFULLY APPRECIATED S O PLEASE LET US KNOW... 
 

WE’D ALSO BE GRATEFUL FOR ANY CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTI ONS TO HELP MAKE THIS SHOW RUN 
SMOOTHLY AND MAKE IT A BIG SUCCESS FOR THE MUSEUM. 

 
Entry by Argus Gate please with passes  

(or if no pass, please let us know your name and re gistration at least 24 hours beforehand).  



SHOP DEALS TO HELP RAISE FUNDS   
 
Thanks to Andrew Butcher for a detailed stock-take...we have £5,000 of stock potentially worth £10,000, so here 
are some offers worth snapping up!!  
 
SETS of 10 Hovercraft postcards  at £1.50 a set.  
 
Set 1, Set 2, Set 3, Set 4...get all 40 cards for £5 !!     With free postage  
 
The Hovertravel Story ...colour pics galore  £1 posted  
 
The Restless Spirit  hardback...last of the Hovertravel Story by founder Don Robertson £5 posted  
 
SR.N1 Story by Ray Wheeler...fab read at £10 special (save £5) + £1 postage  
 
1:144 LCAC Model Kits at £15...normally £19 + £1.50 postage  
 
Set of Programmes and Posters from past shows  £2 posted  
 
SR.N6 Plastic Toy £2 + 50p postage  
 
Hovercraft badges   £1  
 
Hovercraft key rings £1  
 
Hovercraft pen and 2 pencils £1  
 
Hovercraft patch  £5 (sew on SR.N5 logo)  
 

Other items available in the shop on site but these are all on Spring special !!  
 
 

Advance Notice  
 

HOVERSHOW 50     
 

Friday July 24th—press and  preview day 11am to 3pm 
Saturday July 25th—Anniversary day—opening by Frances Cockerell  10am to 5pm  

Sunday July 26th—10.30 to 5pm  
Monday July 27th—10.30 to 4pm show close 

 
Daedalus seafront Lee-on-Solent slipway (PO13 9NR by sat nav) 

 
Preliminary Ticket Prices (subject to confirmation) : 

Family £16                                                                               Adult £6 
Concession £5 (student / disabled and carer / OAP / member / group)  
Child £4 (3 to 16)                                  Infants (under 3) and dogs free 

 
Full 4-day pass £12 in advance                        

Press passes available by writing  by e-mail to  
hovershow@hovercraft-museum.org 

 
Participants free and camping / accommodation 

can be available on site or nearby for tents /  
caravans / campervans  

 
Hovercraft of all sizes welcome  

Stalls welcome 
 

Details 023 9255 2090 or by e-mail to  
hovershow@hovercraft-museum.org  


