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JANUARY 2009 

Hovershow 2009  
Commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the first Cha nnel crossing by Hovercraft  

Friday 24th to Monday 27th July  

The SR.N1 being prepared for its historic 
Channel crossing in July 1959 

(Photo by Mary Cross)  

Happy New Year to all our Members 



MUSEUM NEWS 
 

With a successful Hovershow behind us, from September the museum was already underway making plans for 
the BIG one in 2009. 2008’s show saw 3,000 people through the gate and over 700 rides given between the 
Griffon 2000, Griffon 375TD inflatable and the Hovertravel AP1-88 operating a daily Ryde-Museum service which 
proved very popular.  
 
Visitors came specially from Canada, the U.S. and across Europe. The museum was pleased to see the HD.2  
pilot  Dick Syne, editor of the Canadian Hoverclub for many years Bob Rennick and Grant Whittingham, one of  
the first ever Hovercraft Club of GB members. Now in his 90s, Grant built GP Too out of the scrap metal from 
British Aerospace, Hamble !  
 
Another great engineer now turned author was John Ackroyd (a key man in many mad land speed and long  
distance balloon record attempts, & the first supersonic land speed record) bringing many Cushioncraft archives.  
 
Perfect weather on Saturday and dry fine weather lasting the Sunday made it a successful show, with Griffon 
2000 craft 083 and 375TD demonstrator, Bond Osprey, Skima, AP1-88 and the dynamic pair of Flying Fish on the  
water. Arena hovers included the oldest Hoverclub craft in the world the Clarke Cushion on hover—thanks  to  the  
work of member Chris Grief. Hoverhawks thanks to Pat Swanborough, Antarctic Tiger 4— Ben Pratt. Thanks to 
Ivan Pullen for the synchronised Flying Fish display! The Model Hovercraft Association did a sterling job...as ever 
with new models and craft put through their paces  
 
Thanks  to Rebecca King, of Lloyds bank for her great work on the gate, and now undertaking the big job of  
museum accounts and books !!  A special thanks goes out to veteran stalwart Pat Richards who has looked after 
the gate since the first show, and another Pat, Pat Gammage who has recently stepped down as trust book 
keeper after many busy years and is gratefully appreciated.  
 
With a 4th Pat in the shop and a 5th on the slipway, Pat Lawrence, coordinating craft movements, an old hand 
with time at Ramsgate harbour with Hoverlloyd SR.N6s in 1967/8, the show  went smoothly.  We had the rescue 
hovercraft charities well represented with 2 new Eagle craft unveiled and the Gosport Osprey 5. Hoveraid too 
highlighted the role hovercraft have in providing rescue & aid worldwide. Their demonstrator River Rover was on 
the way to Madagascar!  
 
This year the SR.N6 and restored Skima 12 were not run. Both were open to the public and will operate in 2009. 
The museum is working with the MCA and Queens Harbour Master to keep up to date and in compliance with the 
rules and regulations and are grateful for this year’s permissions and licences.  
 
In October the museum hosted the Hoverclub, and cruisers with a  dozen craft involved in a Solent, Portsmouth-  
Southampton tour and museum Daedalus slipway visit. Despite the bad weather, all but one craft got home with 
the museum trailer helping a vortex back after a lost belt. It was great  to touch base with the cruising team and 
Ian Brooks of the Hovercraft Club to plan for the 50th Anniversary celebrations and Hover show 2009. 
 
The museum archives have been swelling too with great photo archives from the army (200 Hovercraft Squadron) 
all handed over from the National Army Museum in Chelsea, London. Also great archives from IHTU members, 
BH.7 veterans notably Tony Burgess. Thanks too for the locals who have given great SR.N1 pictures being 
craned back at Cowes after the Channel trip, plus wonderful aviation books which we have placed on loan to the 
Gosport Aviation Society, now borrowing a room from us at hanger 40 !!  
 
We have had a good year for getting new active members, and work parties are going well with the SR.N5 now  
undercover and ready for re-assembly—volunteers please ! A Health and Safety audit is on the cards, and the 
museums electrics and supply have been checked out and gutter and roof repairs carried out.  
 
It is an exciting time especially with the 50th anniversary Hovershow taking shape. Patron Frances Cockerell has  
graciously agreed to open the show, and the French Bertin Society have arranged  the loan of Aerotrain No 2—Its 
first time out of France! A real coup. It just leaves us to negotiate the loan of the Science Museum’s SR.N1  for  
the event!  
 
The show is arranged for Friday July 24th (Press day), Saturday 25th (Opening day) and Sunday, Monday 
(exhibition days). Watch this space!  
 
Thanks to Mavis Hiseman for sorting the museum’s membership database. The membership list of 500 plus  
strong depends on as many of you as possible renewing your membership in 2009 for what will be a BIG  year !  
 
The next few pages contain some pictures of our 2008 show, and other items mentioned above. 



IMAGES of HOVERSHOW 2008  
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BITS AND PIECES 
 
The museum comes across some rare odd items from time to time...this is original the art work for the 1970s  
stamp designs of which only one was adapted and used: 

The museum’s AV Tiger 12 (Air Vehicles 12 seater) is well underway with its restoration at Dover with Flying Fish 
Hovercraft (see photos below). To enable passenger use, a diesel engine is being fitted to replace the old petrol 
V8. This will enable the MCA to grant a license to operate at shows on a commercial basis.  
 
The originally grey craft was used in the Isle of Man and a short while in Ireland before being stored at              
Tipararary. The craft is likely to be operating in France on the Normandy beaches in 2009 and at the  Hovershow  
2009 and a proposed channel crossing in on the cards !  Thanks to member Ivan Pullen for all his hard work. 

The museum has two of the CC7 hovercraft, indeed all still exist unlike the CC2, CC4 and CC5. CC1 is believed 
to have been donated to an RAF museum...any clues please? Amongst our collection we have fans from CC2, 
CC4 and models, pictures and film of the range. Our CC7 is complete with Jaguar engine conversion so would  
make a great restoration project!! 



The museum is selling a stock of the new book on Cushioncraft by 
the Bembridge Heritage Society.  
 
A nice brochure, ring bound following the development of Britten 
Norman’s Hovercraft experience from 1961 to 1968, the               
development of Cushioncraft at the Duver, Bembridge  harbour—
now Hoverwork’s factory site.  
 
Packed with full page photos this is available directly from the Trust 
at £6 and £2 postage, packed with historical facts and images of this 
great pioneering age.  

JET BLAST and the hand of fate 
By John Ackroyd  

 
Book review by W Jacobs  

 
This weighty  tome is a must have for any speed, transport,        
challenge enthusiast ! A real ‘boy’s own’ adventure challenge      
experience, and all true.  

 
Adventures in the extreme by all modes of 
transport following the experiences and 
enthusiasm of John Ackroyd. Just one of 
these adventures  would be good per life-
time but John has fitted in so many.  
 
A design engineer extraordinaire, he has 
been the key man in a mad mix of land 
speed and long distance balloon          
attempts, the first supersonic land speed 
record. An insight  into the  frustrations, 
tragedies elation and  sheer bloody mind-
edness of  the teams. Project Thrust,   
Virgin Atlantic , Pacific and Global       
Balloons, Spirit of America, Earthwinds 
etc. The book  explores John’s life, his 
time with Cushioncraft Hovercraft at   
Bembridge on the Isle of Wight, designing 
the CC5 & CC7  hovercraft. 
 
John Ackroyds electric car pictured left 

 
The book is £25 + £3.75 postage and is available direct from the author at: 
 
J Ackroyd, 11 Hollytree Close, Ryde, Isle of Wight  PO33 1HU 



41 years ago—November 1967 the first SR.N4 hovered at East Cowes. Shown here is the ‘Princess Anne’ on 
completion with the Mk 2 skirt fitted. The small pad area is evident—must have needed some extreme skill to get 
the craft down that narrow slipway ! 

 

The Encyclopaedia of all Hovercraft  
 
That were Built by Saunders-Roe and the British Hovercraft Corporation.     Available on CD Rom. 
 
Please make cheque payable to J W Phillips for £20.50 including UK Postage (for overseas mailing please add 
£1.00). £5.00 from each sale through the Museum newsletter will go to the “Hovercraft Museum Trust”  
 
Send your orders to:  
 
Hovercraft CD, Grunadale, Kergord, Weisdale, Shetland isles, UK, ZE2 9LW  
Phone:- 01595 830 298 
 
 
Timothy Stevenson has 
sent us a picture of his 
latest creation and says  
 
“Just a quick update on 
the well deck.  
 
All is going well & she  
hovers great twin prop is 
also working now at long 
last.  
 
Runtime is a bit short 
though” 
 
Thanks Timothy—she 
looks fantastic ! 



The trustees with the ‘Scrapheap Challenge’ craft...one of 2008s  film highlights. The museum also celebrated its  
20th year as a registered charity and has come on a long way from just owing an SR.N5 hull and components in 
store with various operators !  
 
2008 saw the stepping down of two trustees—Mervyn Davies and Andy Gunton Bunn with their imminent        
emigrations to New Zealand and S. America. New trustee Terry George pictured left with Chris Potter, Warwick 
Jacobs and Alan Burns. The lettering behind on Hanger 40 is the old Hovermarine lettering from their Woolston 
factory re-shuffled and modified ! 

 
 
In July the museum  
hosted a visit from over 
3 0  M a y o r s  a n d          
M a y o r e s s e s  o f      
Hampshire Dorset and  
the Isle  of Wight to hear  
about the museum and 
the rescue work of 
ASRH Gosport branch.  
 
The photo shows them  
all aboard our BH.7.   
 
Our supporters provided 
afternoon tea in the    
museum grounds and 
the weather was        
certainly kind on that 
day ! 
 



The museum’s  20ft container of  SR.N6 spares has arrived from Vancouver having been trained across Canada  
and loaded at Toronto to cross the Atlantic. Filled to capacity with all the spares from the ex-Canadian Coastguard  
fleet it is hoped that sufficient parts are there to keep our four SR.N5/6 craft complete & working. Shipped to  
Southampton in record time the delivery is the culmination of four years work including a visit to the station in   
British Columbia and a years paperwork with the Canadian Government in Ottawa!  
 
Warwick wrote to thank the guys in Canada for their efforts on behalf of the Trustees: 
 
Dear Brian,  We have had a wonderful day emptying out part of the container...a treasure trove for us SR.N6   
fanatics!! Wonderful stuff especially the working parts for the engineers, but for me the bow doors and ramps and  
fins...just love it all and it looks so much better than the parts we had saved to date from the BHC skip! Loved the 
nacelle bits from Jackie Chan’s film too !  An official thank you is on its way but just wanted to say to you and  the 
team at the  base a  big thank you. We are quite excited and know it will help keep us running our SR.N6 for the  
years to come and put back the SR.N5 in one better piece !  
  
The Reply: 
 
Hello Warwick!   Well that's all great news - there's not many N-6 pilots still at Sea Island...and those of us who 
had the thrill never did have the heart to see them go to scrap...  So we're all very glad to know that 'parts' of them 
will "live on" as it were - best of luck to you and the transplant team!   [With our thanks to Colin for helping to    
facilitate the final move;-)   Best regards,   Brian   
 

 
Hope the Hovershow went 
well, I would have liked to 
come but was obviously 
somewhere else!  
 
I have been very busy      
getting ready for uni etc 
since getting back from  
Sweden.  
 
I put a race report on my 
website about      Sweden- 
we came 4th in the world out 
of 14 craft in my formula 
which really made some peo-
ple take notice!  
 
See you around,  
 
Peter Symes-Thompson 
 
 

Since October 2007 a brand new hovercraft has taken shape amongst the museum’s collection; although this craft is a 
pure racer still it has many similarities to the craft it was built next to.  
 
I came down to the area for a job in Gosport and Warwick was kind enough to let me carry on building my new racing 
craft in the newly refurbished smaller hanger. At Daedalus the first hull of my new design was built which entailed build-
ing a plug, taking a mould from this, and finally making the hull from the mould. Then the engine/ transmission/ skirt and 
everything else was assembled on site.  
 
At about Christmas time I decided I would aim to have the craft ready to race at the World Championships in Sweden, 
August 2008. This turned out to be much more work than I expected and many late nights were spent at the museum… 
Eventually the craft was just finished and was tested at two UK race meetings in July where it showed promise. 
 
In Stockholm the craft took 3rd place in four of the six races and came 4th overall (just missing out on a podium place in a 
battle in the last race)! For a completely new craft with a less powerful engine than some this was a pretty good 
achievement! 
 
So thanks very much to all the people at the museum that helped make it work including Warwick, Terry, Chris, Paul, 
Dave the painter, Ethan, Steamboat Willy team and also Pete and Terry at Marine Concepts.  
 
For pics, race reports and news see the team website- www.camracing.co.uk. We are now looking for sponsors to help 
us in the 2009 UK championships and should be racing at Southampton next year.  



More Hovershow Bits  
 
Karen George sports the stewardess hat. A display of Hovercraft   
uniforms from the cross-Channel service included a Hoverlloyd outfit 
put together by Diane Webb and Hoverspeed Captain’s uniform from 
Capt John Lloyd...who also wore it for his trans-Atlantic Blue Riband 
crossing in a Seacat.  
 
Bert Curtis  beach master  from Seapeed  also provided  his beach 
wear ! The show tried hard to provide more family displays. Hover 
hockey and hoverchairs were accompanied by two giant 55 inch 
screens showing the recent antics of  Scrapheap Challenge and 
hovercraft classics  from the BHC archive. 
 
The  Lee  slip was cleared with 2 diggers to remove the ‘hump’ and 
even out but made for some spectacular arrivals each morning and  
evening on the Spring low and high tide when the 95 seater AP1-88 
climbed up to the road.  
 
95 arrivals each day from the Isle of Wight enjoyed special entry at 
the opening and closing of each show day. A few took advantage of a 
day trip to the Isle of Wight from the mainland. The service was a 
great success and it is  hoped  an additional  midday crossing can be 
arranged for the 2009 show.  

Shown left, Pat Lawrence, ex Hoverlloyd beach 
personnel, before  going on to a career in British 
Airways, enjoys retirement as expert beach 
master for  Hovershow 2008. Back in 1966 it 
was SR.N6s  from Ramsgate, today replaced  
with Grifffons  at Lee On Solent.  
 
Over 700 rides were given over the  weekend in 
Hovertravel’s Freedom 90 and  the Griffon    
demonstrator. Thanks  to  John Gifford and Rob 
Trussler for their days  given up to the trust. 
John was just back from the world             
Championships with the Hovercraft Club and  
Rob from a Channel attempt with BBCs ‘Coast’.  
 
Thanks  to Viv  Burns  and her sterling team of 
"hoverettes" who sold out of many items and  
sold nearly £2,000 of stock. New  working model 
kits from USA & discount videos sold well to 
clear stock—a few still available...ring for details.  

STILL available are: 
 
A new DVD is The Trans-Africa Hovercraft 
Expedition SR.N6 journey through 13 
countries in 1971. A  few are left at £25 
inclusive of  postage.   
 
Kevin Jackson and Mark Porter's  book on 
Radio Controlled Hovercraft (£7) and    
Discover the Hovercraft (£5) sold  well  
and  the last signed stock of the 1989 book 
from Angela Croome "Hovercraft" (£10 
posted)  
 
At right we see visitor Pierre Bouillet 
(member of the Bertin Society) and family 
over especially from Paris enjoy       
Hovershow 2008. We hope to see them 
again in 2009 when we shall have a 
French Bertin Aerotrain on display. 



Grant Whittingham (right)...one of the trust’s oldest life      
members, and Roger Porter on stick—both veterans of the 
Southern Hoverclub, enjoy Hovershow.  
 
Grant built three craft including GP Too (Guinea Pig) owned  
by the museum and on show. Still based in Hamble Grant, until 
recently, was regularly seen power gliding from Lasham.  
 
All his  craft were  built from scrap alloy from British Aerospace 
where he  worked. Grant’s ingenuety also saw him build a  car, 
television and a washing machine from scratch!  
 
Roger is also an incredible engineer, able to strip and rebuild  
any engine despite blindness. It was a delight to see two such 
admired veterans at the show. 

 
At right we have Ethan George at Hovershow, occasionally helped by his  
father trustee Terry !   Ethan at 7 years old is our youngest qualified driver ! 

 
At left we see Clarke 
Cushion...the oldest   
running light craft head-
ing for the arena led by 
m e m b e r s  A d r i a n    
Mountain and Chris  
Grief. Originally this  
1967 craft was raced by 
Clarke and  later Mike 
Turner. It was bought 
half price from the NW 
Hoverclub thanks to  
Gordon Taylor for  £700 
back in 1991.    
 
 

At right Mark Porter from MHA controls his Swift SR.N4  
model at the pool.  

Preparations for Hovershow: Pat Swanborough 
shown above working on the Skima 4 engine &  
Ben Pratt at right working on the Tiger 4 skirt. 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped make this a 
show to remember. A great success for all    

concerned. 
We hope to be able to count on your support to 

make our 2009 show the best ever ! 


